
NCR6 Link Route -  Ascot Road, Watford.

Comments by SPOKES members on the recent changes to the link 
path from NCR6-Ebury Way to Old Ascot Road, Watford.

Over ten years  ago a shared use cycle route was provided linking the NCR6 (Ebury Way) 
to Old Ascot Road and the Two Bridges area of Watford. It is a very useful route used by 
cyclist for recreational & utility cycling.
The Old Ascot Road area is now being redeveloped. 
The  southern end of Old Ascot Road had to be redesigned to allow access to a new 
Morrison’s Store. 

The building of an access road to the store has made the cycle route awkward  & 
unnecessarily confusing to use.

Some shared use paths have been provided mainly to cross the junction, but these are so 
short- not part of a continuous network – that they offer no benefit & are not used in 
practice. One shared use path on the north side of the Access Road to Morrisons may be 
useful in the future.
We see no need for other shared use paths in this situation, the roads should be designed 
for safe cycling as they are not heavily used.

We believe cyclists using the route down Old Ascot Road – (one way road - where a sign 
now needs to be installed, directing to NCR6) should be able to cross over the new access 
road in the normal way, i.e staying on the carriageway, then continue on the road for 
delivery vehicles (cul-de sac). Here we suggest a dropped kerb should be provided direct 
onto an access path, leading to the existing shared use path, instead of the current 
arrangement zig-zag cycling on the footpath.
 

     continued photo below

Cycling northwards from the existing shared path towards Old Ascot Road is more 
confusing;  most cyclists stay in the carriageway going straight to the middle of the junction 
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with the new access road, then cross over to the dedicated cycle lane. In practise as this is 
the way people  cross the junction it should be identified with a green or lined surface, then 
continue the  green to join the existing on the contra flow cycle lane.

If a cyclist was to use what we presume is the intended route, they would have to cross 
three roads rather than one.  Such a complicated and awkward manoeuvre is one which 
experienced cyclists would not entertain and one which inexperienced cyclists should not 
be encouraged to make.  In an urban setting such as this, with low traffic speeds and 
volumes, it is best for cyclists to follow generally the same alignments as cars.  This is 
quick, easy, intuitive, develops good road sense in young cyclists, avoids conflict with 
pedestrians, and makes it easier for drivers to know where to expect cyclists.  It is also low 
cost.

A green crossing lane would clearly identify the way forward.

Existing direction sign to refit.

/Users/davidbaldwin/Downloads/2014NCR6linkMorrisonsRB-v2.doc



NCR6 Link Route -  Ascot Road, Watford.

Confusing signs.

What is the Cyclist Dismount sign for ?

Is this the appropriate sign ?
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